
 

 

 

 

 

Shiva Lynn Burgos  NEWS FLASH⚡ ⚡  April 2021 

RECENT AND UPCOMING EXHIBITIONS 

Manifesta 13 - Les Parallèles du Sud (France) 
• Espace Jouenne, Marseille from 28 August to 4 October 2020
• Le 109, Nice from 16 October to March 2021
• Hotel Windsor, Nice from 16 October to March 2021

HUMBOLDT FORUM 
• The Ethnologisches Museum (Staatliche Museen zu Berlin), Germany (Upcoming)

NED&SHIVA PRODUCTIONS 
• Contemporary Art Center New Orleans (CACNOLA) (Extended through April 2021)
• White Box Harlem (New York), from 10 October to 11 November 2020

GESTE PARIS  (Upcoming) 
• Future Conditional

Manifesta 13 - Les Parallèles du Sud 
Shiva Lynn Burgos and The Mariwai Project present an interactive 360° virtual reality film Inside 
Tokimba, and installations from The Women’s Tapestry Initiative as a site-specific project for 
Manifesta 13 (France) as part of the exhibition Infinite Village at Espace Jouenne, Marseille from 28 
August to 4 October 2020 and in Nice at Le 109 and the Hotel Windsor from 16 October to March 
2021. 

Manifesta is the European Nomadic Biennial that changes location every two years. 
Founded in the early 1990s, Manifesta rethinks the relation between culture and 
society, investigating and catalysing positive social change through contemporary 
culture in response to and in close dialogue with the social sphere of the host cities and 
their communities. 

The Mariwai Project used the latest innovations in 360-degree filming, aerial drone 
technology, photography, 2D video, audio recordings and 360 spatial sound 
components to create an immersive virtual reality experience. Visitors experience the 
film through their own cell phone, tablet or VR headset providing a 360° window into 
this world, by activating this QR code. As this is still a developing platform we enjoy the 
position of being at the forefront of the technology and pushing the medium in several 
innovative and aesthetic directions. This 3 minutes short version of the film was 
commissioned for inclusion in Manifesta.

https://www.nedandshivaproductions.com/work
https://www.gesteparis.com
https://themariwaiproject.com
https://www.nedandshivaproductions.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GwQtyOH3Aws


 

 

Inside Tokimba 
A 360 VR film by The Mariwai Project 

Created by artist Shiva Lynn Burgos and invited filmmaker Nick Hunter of Paper Moose, this 
work is the result of The Mariwai Project, Burgos’ long-term project with the Kwoma people of 
Mariwai village, Papua New Guinea which enabled the privileged access to these 
rare and extraordinary events. 

Inside Tokimba is a virtual reality experience that takes the viewer on an inspiring journey by 
dugout canoe and onto the Sepik River to the heart of the small village Mariwai, Papua New 
Guinea. The film culminates with the spectacular public and secret ceremonies for decorating, naming 
and consecrating a new ceremonial house, Tokimba. 

Inside Tokimba was made with the full participation and approval of the Kwoma people. 

The film reveals the secret meanings behind Tokimba’s paintings and gives us an intimate glimpse into 
the carving, painting, ritual washing and customary ornamentations.



 

 

The Women’s Tapestry Initiative  
The Mariwai Project and Akama Mima 

Shiva Lynn Burgos created site specific 
environments, multiple layering of tapestries, 
dynamic sculptural installations and community 
participative “ateliers” in her presentations for 
Manifesta 13. 

Working together with a group of village 
women (Akama Mima), Shiva Lynn Burgos 
developed the Women’s Tapestry Initiative using 
embroidered tapestry as a means for female 
artistic expression. Stitching wool and bush 
rope onto vinyl mesh Burgos and the group 
continue to create this series of “tapestries” that 
combine representational clan symbols (pig, 
crocodile, sun and moon); daily life (fish, birds, 
home); bilum bag motifs (mountain, water, cross) 
and contemporary designs to create a new art form 
in which women can participate fully. Works from this initiative 
have been exhibited in museums, private members clubs and art 
institutions.  Sales proceeds directly benefit Akama Mima and 
Mariwai Village towards culture, health and education. 

The Women’s Tapestry Initiative installation @ 
Infinite Village for Manifesta 13, Espace Jouenne, 

Marseille

Tapestry Atelier @ Infinite Village (participative 
workshop) for Manifesta 13, Le 109, Nice The Women’s Tapestry Initiative installation for 

Infinite Village for Manifesta 13, Hotel Windsor, 
Nice

https://vimeo.com/518565356
https://vimeo.com/518568031
https://vimeo.com/518567419


THE MARIWAI PROJECT 

Created by artist Shiva Lynn Burgos in 2014, The Mariwai Project at its core is an artistic 
collaboration with the painters, sculptors, weavers and musicians of remote Papua New Guinea. 
We have the rare privilege of engaging with and being engaged by traditional artists considering 
contemporary forms and influences. 
From a purely artistic endeavor the project evolved to encompass broader questions. 

Our common objective is to assist and facilitate, preserve, protect, promote and safeguard the 
traditional cultures of indigenous Papua New Guinea and to encourage the development, promotion and 
protection of the contemporary cultures by fostering a global understanding of under-represented 
peoples and artistic expressions. 
We are proud to have aided the Boram Hospital outreach program in 2018 which performed more than 
200 eye surgeries to those living in remote river communities.  In 2019 we produced the first Kwoma 
Culture Show. In 2020 the new school for primary education was opened in Mariwai. 

The Mariwai Project will create a contemporary Pavilion in the style of a traditional spirit house as an 
umbrella for performance and a space for reflection and dialogue. 
We continue to inspire museums, anthropologists and collectors in their engagement with these living 
cultures and communities and to bring a new audience and purpose to their historic collections. We 
are partnered with international museums, senior diplomats and leading experts of the region. 

We take artists and others (linguists, dancers, musicians, architects, scientific community, etc.) to 
Mariwai to engage with and be inspired by PNG culture, traditions and landscapes. 
We encourage responsible tourism and the preservation of the Sepik ecosystem. 

https://themariwaiproject.com

themariwaiproject@protonmail.com @the.mariwai.project

Inside Tokimba (short film)

mailto:themariwaiproject@protonmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GwQtyOH3Aws
https://themariwaiproject.com



